
 

SEASONS 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  — Year A 21st   June 2020 

Newsletter of the  Catholic Parish of St. Thomas More, Mount Eliza  

 

New Stages of re -opening Churches for public Mass and other liturgical services  

Dear parishioners, 

Churches are now permitted to open for Masses and liturgies (under strict number and hygiene limitations).  

Until 12 July 2020 each Church service can have up to 20 attendees  as well as the clergy and the people who 

are required to run the service – i.e.       Lector, Commentator, AV Operator, and Registration Officer. 

I would like to advise you of the following arrangements for Masses at STM Parish: 

Weekday Masses  

Wednesday: 9:15 AM   &   Friday: 9:15 AM       

Weekend Masses (Saturday 6th June ð Sunday 21st June) 

 

 

 

Parishioners who wish to attend any of the Weekday or Weekend Masses are required  make a booking with 

the STM Parish Office.  Upon arriving at the Church, parishioners  are required to  sign - in the Mass Attend-

ance Register.   

From Tuesday 19 May 2020 the Parish will start taking booking for weekday and weekend Masses.  Booking for 

weekend Masses close on Friday@ 5:00PM.  Vicki and I will do our best to make sure that all the people 

who wish to attend Mass will have a fair opportunity to do so.  

Finally, I would like to make it clear that all Catholics living in Victoria are still being suspended from 

the Sunday Obligation until further notice.  Therefore, I do sincerely encourage that the people who are 

in the vulnerable groups (i.e. over 60 or with other underlining health issues) to consider attending Mass/Prayer 

online or Mass which is broadcast on the 10 Network.  You are the best person to make the decision as 

to whether or not you should be coming to Church during this time of Covid 19 Pandemic.  

It is the most difficult time for all and we are in it together.         

 

    

 

                                                                               

 

Saturday                                                                                                                            Sunday                                                                                                                             

5:00 –5:30 PM— Reconciliation                                                                                             8:00 AM                                                                       

6:00 PM ð Vigil Mass                                                                                                         10:00 AM 

Parish Consultation  

 As parishes are now permitted  to resume liturgical celebration with a limited quota per each service, we  are 

considering to  introduce 4:00pm Mass on Sunday afternoon in order to provide further opportunity 

for parishioners to attend Sunday Mass.  We are proposing Sunday 4:00pm Mass because we understand 

that it may not be convenient for people to leave the house during the wintry months when the day is 

shorter and the weather  can be unbearably harsh.  We will instate Sunday 4:00pm Mass  ONLY  if         

parishioners  are interested in taking up this offer.  Please, send your expression of interest to us by 26th 

June 2020 . 

Parish email: MountEliza@cam.org.au  

Parish landline: 9787 7777.   
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time ñ Year A  

We pray for...  

Those who have passed away   recentlyé  

 Salve Caleo,  

Those whose anniversaries fall at 

this time.. . Kath Thompson, Eunice 

Merkus, Melinda Mitchell, Alfred Bardsley  

The sické John Curwood,, Evonne    

Paddison, Les Smith,  Joanne O’Brien,  

Maree Bracken,  Maria Truong,,             

Bill Luscombe, Brigitte Rohner, Eileen O’Beirne, Helen  

Steinbach, Ava Macias,  Michael  MacKenzie, Luke Carroll, 

Betty Corke, Chloe, David Dole, Maria Kelly,  Elizabeth 

Ware, Althea Greeff,    Michael Blick, Maureen Anstey, 

Jake Steyn, Adrian Gobel, and all of the sick at the 

George Vowell Centre &    Ranelagh Gardens Nursing 

home and the parishioners of  St Thomas More  Par-

ish, Tequinomata, East     Timor, St Therese Parish, 

Bathurst Island and Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Parish, Alice Springs.  

 

Parish Office Hours:   Tuesday to Friday    9am—5pm 

After Hours:  Please leave a message on  9787 7777 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Parish of St Thomas More  

313 Canadian Bay Rd 

Mount Eliza Vic. 3930  

Phone: 9787 7777 

 

Email: MountEliza@cam.org.au  

Web: www.stm -mteliza.org  

Pastoral Leadership Team    

Fr Joe Truong          (Parish Administrator) 

Jacinta Griffin          (Chairperson)  

Sue Carr                 Paul Stinear             

Leonie Bourke          Carmel Huggard                    

Margaret Jamieson  Michael Robertson 

PPLT Email: MountEliza.PPLT@cam.org.au 

Next Weekõs Readings  - 13th  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

1st Reading:   2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16 

2nd Reading:   Romans 6: 3-4, 8-11 

Gospel: Matthew 10:37—42 

Mass online 

www.wordonfire.org/daily -mass  

OR http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand  

OR https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

OR St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne. Daily and Sun-

day Mass is available, with the 11am Mass live 

streamed; it is also available as a recording on-demand.  

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass  

First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:10-13 

He has delivered the soul of the needy from the 

hands of those who are evil. 

Responsorial Psalm:  

Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-15 

God’s gift to us is nothing like our sin against 

him. 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, Alleluia!  

The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says 

the Lord, and you also will be my witnesses. 

Alleluia!  
 

Gospel:   Matthew 10:26-33 

Do not fear those who can 

kill the body. 

 

 

The Bishops of Victoria have suspended 
the Sunday Mass Obligation for all  Catho-
lics in Victoria until further notice. Mass is 
broadcast via the Ten Network (6am,  Sunday) for 

any one who would like to participate. 

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
https://10play.com.au/mass-for-you-at-home
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Whatõs Happening Here... 

     Financial Matters 
Stewardship                      Actual                   Pledge  

  14th June                        $1186                    $ 1481 
 
 
 (Please note that the majority of our contributions are done electronically via Direct Debit & Credit Card Payments)    

Thanks to all of you who give so generously to support our parish.  

 

Presbytery  

 14th June   $245 

Would You Like To Advertise Your    Business In This Space In Seasons?  

§ Business card size In colour   

§ $50 for one month 
 

We print 200 copies per week, and distribute to all STM School families by email. It is also available on the 

Parish website for six months. Please contact the Parish Office on 9787 7777 for further details.  

GET AHEAD IN ENGLISH  
English tutoring available  

Year 7 to Year 12  

Ask me about òTable for 6ó 

Call Alicia Canning on 0435 665 477  
 

Current Padua College Staff Member  

 

On  27/28 June 2020 STM Parish will 

have a leaving collection after all 

Masses  in supporting of the Annual 

Winter Appeal for St Vincent de Paul 

Society. 

 

Donating online at vinnies.org.au  - (and here is the 

link that takes people straight to the Winter Appeal 

website -  https://bit.ly/2AFtZt1 

 

Calling with your credit card details 13 18 12 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/covid-19-emergency-appeal-vic
https://bit.ly/2AFtZt1


Whatõs Happening Here ... 

SEASONS 
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STM Parish Ministry Groups. 

  

STM Parish Ministry Groups may reconvene from 22 June 2020.  In consultation with the Government, 

the Archdiocese has put together  strict guidelines for meeting of parish ministry groups (similar to the 

guidelines for Mass Attendance). The diocese has advised that the Victorian Police have been      

monitoring parishes and places of worship to make sure that we are complying with the regulations.  

 

In some instances, these have resulted in fines. Convenor/Chair of any ministry group that wishes to   

resume meeting is required to   contact the parish office for a copy of the guidelines.  

PLEASE BE ASSURED THAT FR JOE DOES NOT EXPECT ANY STM  MINISTRY GROUP  

TO RECONVENE  AT THIS STAGE . 

 

STM Children and Young People                

Safeguarding Committee 

At STM Catholic Parish, Mount Eliza, we hold 

the care, safety and wellbeing of children and 

young people as a central and fundamental 

responsibility of our parish. For more infor-

mation please call: John Natoli (Coordinator) on 

0418 208 778; or Julie Carter (Banda)                      

on 0420 923 859 

Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle    
Due to the current restrictions imposed by the Victorian 

Government because of the Corona Virus pandemic, the        

Gambling Commission has granted approval to extend this 

raffle.  The new Draw Date is 26th September 2020 at 

7.15pm.   If you still have a raffle book at homeñyou can 

drop it back to the office or put it into our locked mail box.  

Hopefully we can resume with this fundraiser later in the 

year.      Regards Vicki.           

Pastoral Care for STM Parish during the time of the Coronavirus pandemic  

This plan will be revised upon further easing of restrictions from the Government. 

1. STM Church Open for limited services . 20 Attendees ñMax. 

2. Seasons publish online, send out by email, or by post,.   Homily will be included with Seasons. 

3. Pastoral visitation : Parishioners who would like a visit from Fr Joe are to contact the parish of-

fice. 

4. Anointing of the Sick, and Communion for the housebound: Fr Joe is now only permitted 

to administer the Anointing of the Sick to the seriously ill, and also,  Fr Joe is only permitted to 

give the  Eucharist  as Viaticum to the dying 

5. Fr Joe is available at the parish office from Tuesday to Sunday afternoon for spiritual guidance 

. 

6. If you are elderly/living alone and need assistance with shopping—please call Fr Joe at the Parish 

Office. 

Baptisms   

All Baptism Information/Preparation  -  Please contact Fr Joe at the 

Parish Office.  Limit to ONE  family per session  
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Community Corner 

 

 

Parish Feast Day Celebrations ð Postponed 

22 June is the feast day of St Thomas MoreðPatron of STM Parish.  There would have been a special celebration to 

honour ST Thomas More and the achievements of our parish on the weekend of 20/21 June. However, due to the Covid 

19 regulations on mass gathering and social distancing, STM Parish Feast Day Celebrations will be postponed to a later 

date.  

On Monday 22 June 2020, I would like to invite all parishioners to say a special prayer in honour of our PatronðSt Thom-

as More, and to pray for the needs of our parish and school communities. 

A message from Seminarian Alex Chow 

I like to sincerely thank you for the hospitality of St Thomas More Parish for allowing me to share the community life 

(within COVID 19 lockdown) and the lovely, comfortable parish house with its beautiful view of the 

Port Philip Bay. I thank Fr Joseph Danh Truong who kindly allowed me to share his living space 

with me for the past three months. It was really great that we shared brotherhood and those cosy 

liturgical Eucharistic celebrations on the dining table. I am grateful for the study space in the parish 

office with its computer and internet facility. These have allowed me to complete my theological 

studies. I will be awarded with the Bachelor of Theology in July this year from St Mary University, 

Twickenham, London, UK.  
Frankston Foreshore   

The world is charged with the grandeur of God   - Gerard Manley Hopkins  

I have been assigned by the Corpus Christi Seminary to St Andrewôs Parish, Werribee for a six weeks pastoral place-

ment.  I shall leave STM Parish on Friday 26 June 2020 to begin my new parish placement as part of preparation towards 

priesthood.  I wish and pray for Godôs blessing to be upon you. May you continue to journey in the life of Christ Jesus and 

experience Godôs unconditional Love. May your hearts be courageous to follow and act upon the grace of the Holy Spirit.  

I am looking forward to the diaconal ordination in the next couple of months. 

Plenary Council 2020 and beyond: Promoting parish conversations about change 
 

A group of parishes from Melbourne and beyond are sponsoring this websiteΥ  

https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au  

Promoting parish conversations about change 
To explore further the shared sense of the faithful in the Australian Church, a number of parishes have established this 
website to foster greater communication between Catholic parishes in Australia. Our aim is to encourage parishes in Mel-
bourne and elsewhere to share information about their parish discussions and recommendations for the Plenary Council 
2020. We also hope that the website will become a valuable way for parishioners in the future to exchange information 
about the reforms that are taking place in their parishes. We invite all parishes across Australia to use it and to participate 
in its work. 
 
We invite all involved in the Plenary Council (PC) process in their parish to join in a conversation to contribute to 
change in the Church.  
  
For information about the submission process and other guidelines see óHow to contributeô tab on the website. We seek 
contributions from all points of view, provided they are considered, respectful and do not involve attacks on individuals. 
Photos and videos are welcomed 

 
Fr Gerard McKernan (St Kevinôs, Lower Templestowe) 

https://www.senseofthefaithful.org.au
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Homily 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus asks us to be his witnesses in the world.  There is no need for us to be afraid to bear witness to 

Jesus because he is watching over us. 

When Jesus commissioned his disciples to go out and be his witnesses in the world he knew that they would encoun-

ter opposition, pain, persecution and other challenges.  However, Jesus promised to be with them whenever they 

come into trouble.  In the Gospel, Jesus says to the disciples three times, “Do not be afraid” – Jesus will always 

remain with his disciples to give them the necessary, grace, strength, protection and comfort they required for their 

mission.  Jesus’ words of assurance and encouragement gave many early Christians the strength and courage to 

preach the Gospel and give witness to Jesus even at the cost of their own life.  In spite of Jesus’ assurance some of 

his early followers who still did not feel confident enough to be his witnesses for fear of being persecuted and so on.   

We are fortunate to live in this part of the world where preaching the Gospel and bear witness to Jesus do not lead 

to physical persecutions.  However, those who publicly give witness to Jesus may risk the chance of being marginal-

ised.  Perhaps, this might be one of the reasons why some Christians have reservation about expressing their faith 

or defending their religious values in public.    This is a sad reality that we are facing in this modern and secular 

society.  We can only hope that the disciples of Christ can find the courage to put aside any desire for popularity and 

be prepared to give witness to Jesus to the people who they come into contact with.  We must not allow fear (in eve-

ry form) deterring us from living out our baptismal promises. 

As Christians we need to trust that God is the source of strength for everything that we do and that he is always 

watching over us.  The prophet Jerimiah endured many obstacles, persecutions, pain and suffering in his life as a 

prophet.  However, the thing that helped Jerimiah focussed and persevered in his work was his trust in God’s faith-

fulness to him and that God was with him in every trial.  Like Jerimiah, we too trust in God’s faithfulness to us and 

that he will give to us all that we need to live out the mission that he has entrusted to us.  We too need to be not 

afraid. 

On this Sunday, let us pray that the Body and Blood of Jesus that we received in the Eucharist give us the courage 

we need to remain faithful to Jesus throughout our life. 
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                                                                           St Thomas More -22 June  

t!wL{I tw!¸9w 

/ǊŜŀǘƻǊ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƻǳǊ  

tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ aƻǊŜΣ  

ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΦ 

IŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ  

ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ς 

ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ  

ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ  

ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ  

Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊŜŘΣ 

ƻǇŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴǿŀǊŘǎΦ 

9ƴŀōƭŜ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛŦŜ-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ  

ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 

ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎΦ 

 
²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳΦ 



Activities for Children 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Thomas More: Patron of STM Parish 

 

 

Date of birth?......................................................................................................................... 

Place of birth?........................................................................................................................ 

Place of death?....................................................................................................................... 

Feast Day?............................................................................................................................. 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be published next week. 


